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so that there is speedily a falling off in the power
and dignity of the kingdom. When we look back
on the reign of Tiglathpileser and ask what of
permanent value for Assyria was achieved by all
his wars the answer is disappointing. He might
boast that he had conquered from east to west,
from the Lower Zab to the Mediterranean, and
from the south to the north, from Babylonia to
Lake Van, but what were these conquests, for
the most part, but raids of intimidation, and of
plunder ? He did not really extend the govern-
ment of Assyria to such limits, even though in
Kunimukh he actually appointed Assyrian govern-
ors. Over this great territory, however, he made
the name of Assyria feared, so that the lesser peo-
ples surrendered at times without striking a blow
for freedom, while the greater peoples dared not
think of invading Assyrian territory. This insur-
ance against invasion was the great gain which he
brought to his country. By carrying savage war
to other nations he secured for his own a peace
which gave opportunity for progress in the arts.
These great temples and palaces required time for
their erection and time for the training of men
who were skilled in the making of bricks and the
working of wood. The very inscription from
which we have learned the facts of his reign,
a beautiful clay prism with eight hundred and
nine lines of writing, boars impressive witness
to a high state of civiltention and an era of
peace.